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JULI 2024 Newsletter                
Volume XII issue VII 

 

Sons of Norway 
Polar Star Lodge 5-472 
Meetings on the first Sunday of the month – Potluck at 1:30 p.m. 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church – Douglas Road, Montgomery, Il 

President’s Message 

 

 President Ken with Polar Star group at the Swedish Day Parade 

   

Hilsen Polar Star Lodge! 

Barb and I, along with our Polar Star delegates, Steve, Kelly and 

Floyd, attended the District 5 Convention last month.  It was a 

great convention week and we are fortunate to have 

outstanding leadership in our district.   Many issues were 

discussed and I have been asked by several members if our 

dues will be going up.   The answer is yes.  The dues will  now be 

$84.00 per year.   I hope that our members continue to 

support our Lodge and look at the increase as supporting our 

Norwegian heritage.  I also encourage all of you to reach out  

to potential new members to keep our Lodge active and strong. 

 

We are now about to enter our Lodge Fund raising season.  Start 

baking everyone since our Vasa Park Bakeri  will  be here before 

we know it. 

 

Hope to see some of you next Sunday at the Vasa Park Kubb 

Tournament and Picnic. 

                                                                      Your President 

       Ken 

 

 

Geneva Days June 23rd   

*********************** 

Polar Star  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

August 4th  
Polar Star Viking 

Games and Piknik 

1:30p.m. 
See details on page 2 

 
************************************************** 

Scandinavian Days 
at 

Vasa Park 

Sunday September 8th 
see article on Page 3 

 

 

Polar Star Newsletter Deadline 

Will be the 14th of every month.  Please 

submit all articles to Barb Johnson at 
barbjjohnsonb@aol.com 

Follow us on facebook @ 

Sons of Norway – Polar Star Lodge 

 

 

 

mailto:barbjjohnsonb@aol.com
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AUGUST LODGE EVENT 

AUGUST 4, 2024 

 

Viking Games and Piknik 

 

 
                         Kjeppepinne 

 

   

Potluck Pølse Piknik begins at 1:30           

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

Montgomery, Il  

Please bring a picnic dish to pass, your 

own table service and lawn chair. 

 

   

Geneva Days 

Parade 

June 23, 2024 
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Vasa Park Scandinavian Festival  
Sunday, September 8, 2024 

 

 
 

“This will be the 44th Scandinavian Day Festival. Many years have passed and the 
festival has evolved but it remains loyal to its roots; the heritage of the five Nordic 
countries.” 

 
The Festival planning team is working to select the entertainment  and finding 
vendors to prepare those delicious Scandinavian foods and an assortment of 

Scandinavian goods for you. They are excited to bring to our 5 Nordic communities, 
and the Midwest, a vibrant and fun-filled Festival for 2024” 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  Polar Star will be on site at the Scandinavian Day Festival selling our baked 

goods and Norwegian collectibles.  See the event schedule on the Vasa Park website 

https://www.scandinaviandayil.com/schedule_of_events.asp   

 

 

https://www.scandinaviandayil.com/schedule


   

  Page 4 of 21 

   
 

POLAR STAR CULTURAL CORNER 
by   

Barb Johnson 

The District 5 2024 Convention  

Culture Report 
 

As most of you know, our Sons of Norway District 5 Convention was held in 

Indianapolis, Indiana in June.  I attended the Convention, not as a delegate, 

but as a convention volunteer, Culture Class instructor and culture 

class/presentation participant.   My sister, Connie Kross, and I taught a 

“nisse” Needle Felting Class and we were students in the “Sami Inspired 

Bracelet” class led by Cleng Peerson members, Dawn Gunderson and Mandy 

Beck. I also attended presentations on Sami culture, Viking history and 

listened to Norwegian American author book discussions.  What a wonderful 

time we had making new friends from our District who all share our love for 

our Norwegian heritage. Following are pictures of some of the highlights of 

how a non-delegate enjoyed the week. 

 

 

  
Needle  Felters at work! 
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“Nisse” Needle Felting Class  Finished Projects  
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Sami Inspired Bracelets Class 

 

 

   
Rosemaling Class  
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Convention Speakers and Presentations 
 

 
Daron Olson PhD:  Vikings  
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Berit Skaare: Tanzania, The Education Project 
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Rijoven Jørn Magnus:  Sami Culture/Art 

 

  
 

 

Anne Grete Sangseth:  Sami Culture Within the Lutheran Church 
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Adolf Hansen: 

A Boy in Brooklyn, Growing Up in a Norwegian Community 1940-1950 

 
 

 
 

Editor’s Note:  Adolf Hansen attended the same high school as Arthur Andersen 
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District 5 - Folk Art Exhibition 

 

  
              “People’s Choice award”            Dawn and Mandy’s Entry    

 
    Felting Class “Nisser Class Entry       Carol Devito’s Rosemaling Entry 
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Barb’s knitting Entries 

 

 
                Hardanger Entries    Norwegian Photos 

 
Editor’s Note:  Thanks to all of our Convention Volunteers!!! The young  people on the 

left  made all of the cookies for the Convention with their Grandmother.   
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 Installation of  2024 District 5 Officers  
 

 

 
 

  
Cleng Peerson Leadership 
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District 5  in Action!! 
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POLAR STAR CULTURAL CORNER 
by   

Barb Johnson 

 
 
 

 August  main read:  The Edge of the World: A Culture History of the North Seas 
and the the Transformation of Europe by Michael Pye 

 
August  Mystery read:  “Rupture”  by Ragnar Jonasson  

 
To be placed on the Zoom Book Club list cobtact Bill Brownig at 

SonsofNorwayBookClub@gmail.com  
 
Editor’s Note:   
CW Browning was the guest author at the Sons of Norway Author Night on July 15th.  We were 
honored to hear about her research and character development for her “Shadows of War” 
Series set in England, France and Norway during WWII.  I highly recommend all of the books 
in the series.  The seventh book “Enemy Sighted” was released  on July 16th.    

 

 

mailto:SonsofNorwayBookClub@gmail.com
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Mark your calendars!!!! 

 
If you are interested in participating in the planning of this special Culture 

Event that will celebrate the history of Norwegian immigrants who made an 

impact on our Fox Valley communities, please contact 

barbjjohnsonb@aol.com to be added to the zoom link. 

 

Next zoom planning meeting will be held 

October 26 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

mailto:barbjjohnsonb@aol.com
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Polar Star Sports and Activities  
by 

Jerri Lynn Baker 

The Polar Star Walk in England will end on August 3rd.  Please get your miles in 

to Jerri Lynn and be at the August meeting if you have earned extra tickets 

for miles beyond 149 and for participation at other Norwegian summer 

events. 

       

                                    Viking ship drawing August 4             2025 Norwegian Immigration Walk Participation pin 

New Walking Event starts August 4th  In honor of the 200th anniversary of the 

arrival of the Restauration in New York - Polar Star will be walking from New 

York to Norway, Illinois.  The walk will begin at our August 4th meeting and will 

end in 2025.  More details will be given at the Lodge meeting.  

 

We will also be be “Sluppen” Around Norway” in 2025!  More details on this fun 

walking event, that will be held during the “Celebrating Norwegian 

Immigration” Culture Weekend on October 4, 2025 will be in future newsletters. 
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GRATULERER MED DAGEN POLAR STAR 

 

                     

July 16--August 15 

16. Juli – Barb Johnson 

16. Juli – Richard Jensen 

18. Juli – Cary Hatteberg 

21. uli - Doris Pittman 

25. Frank Krawczyk 

27. Beatriz Vann 

5.August – Tristan Meek 

 
 

******************************************************** 

POLAR STAR CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
All events held at St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Montgomery, Il at 1:30 unless otherwise listed 

August 4 – Polar Star Viking Picnic1:30 
SEPTEMBER  8 - VASA PARK  Scandinavian Festival  - 9:00 a.m. 

OCTOBER 6 -  Annual Slooper Mtg in Norway, Il 

NOVEMBER  3 -    Høstfest  begins at 11:30 a.m. 

DECEMBER 1 -  JULETREFEST 
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SAVE THE DATE…. 

 

OCTOBER 6TH 2024  

SLOOPER SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 
 

 
***************************************************************************** 

 

Save Your Canceled Postage Stamps   
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Track your 2024 Volunteer Hours!!! 

 


