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Greetings from the President

March/April 2025 Issue

    Hilsen fra Presidenten, 

I am anxious for the end of winter and the start of spring.  I know it is premature but days in 
the 50’s tells me be?er weather is just around the corner. 

There is so much going on with the club, Norwegian classes, Rosemaling, the opportunity for 
an upcoming wood carving class and making an Indiana Bunad and planned ouGngs coming up 
throughout the coming seasons.  I oHen think it is good that I am reGred as I would not have 
Gme for all of it. 

Our next meeGng is on March 8th at King of Glory at noon.  It will be a pitch in.  For our 
program we are asking each of our members to bring something that they have from Norway 
and talk about what makes it special to you.  It can be something from a grandparent or parent 
or even something you purchased yourself.  It is always interesGng to see what people bring.   

As usual our Lutefisk dinner was a success, I want to thank Thor, Mary Jane and Mary Kate, 
Jerry and Stan Pederson for all the help with preparing the meal.  Berit for the kolrabi and Alice 
and Kathy for picking up the cake for dessert.   

Our program was presented by many of the parGcipants from the HurGgruten trip, a huge 
thank you to Thor for pulling it all together. 

We made $92.40 from our silent aucGon, and hopefully some on the Lutefisk meal.   

I hope everyone is looking forward to spring as I am. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy   



Rita Goldenbeg joined the Sons of Norway in October, 2024.  Her 
ancestors came from Norway in 1884 with last names of Hagen, Sorbo 
and Tufte.  In 2016, she and her daughter spent two weeks in Norway 
hiking and visiting Oslo, Bergen and Flam.  A special trip was to the church 
in Prestfoss where the Hagen family was baptized and married. 

Rita has been married for forty years to Michael and they have two adult 
children, a daughter, Greer and a son, Max.  Greer is married and  lives in 
Brooklyn, NY with two children and a stepson and Max is married and lives 
in Indianapolis with two children.  All of Rita’s grandchildren are under the 
age of five which makes every visit fun and precious. 

Rita grew up on a farm near Kiester, Minnesota.  After high school, she 
earned a bachelors degree in Social Work at Augustana College in Sioux 
Falls, SD and a masters degree in Social Work Administration from 
Washington University in St. Louis, MO.  After graduate school, Rita 
worked as a clinical social worker and then as a director of social work at 
St. Francis Hospital, Indianapolis.  In 2000, she transitioned into a career 
of business development for a company that automated business 
processes with technology and business solutions.   

Throughout her career, Rita served as National President and Board 
Member for the Society for Healthcare Consumer Advocacy with the 
American Hospital Association, President of the National Episcopal Health 
Ministries and Board Member for the Executive Women in Health Care in 
Indianapolis. 

After retiring in 2023, Rita has more time for her hobbies of traveling with 
her husband, hiking, cooking and entertaining, pickleball, playing piano, 
reading, researching her family’s genealogy, volunteering at church, 
meeting friends for coffee and meaningful conversations, — and learning 
Norwegian in our class of Sons of Norway.  She will be traveling to Norway 
this spring and looks forward to conversing in Norwegian as much as she 
can! 

   GETTING TO KNOW YOU



Calendar of Events

March/April 2025

March 8        Noon:  Pitch in meal
                     Program:  Show and tell Norwegian heirlooms

March 13      4:30 Intermediate Zoom Norsk Class
7:30 Beginner Zoom Norsk Class  

March 27.      4:30 Intermediate Zoom Norsk Class
7:30 Beginner Zoom Norsk Class  

April 10.         4:30 Intermediate Zoom Norsk Class
7:30 Beginner Zoom Norsk Class  

April 12.         8:00 a.m. Field trip to stave church and nature preserve in 
Fountain County. (Western Indiana using I-74). Carpooling 
available. Lunch at local diner. More details forthcoming.

April 24.         4:30 Intermediate Zoom Norsk Class
7:30 Beginner Zoom Norsk Class  



● Stave church in Fountain County 

●



President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer:  
Cultural Director: 
Membership Director: 
Sports Director:  
Foundation Director:  
Lodge Counselor: 
Historian: 
Newsletter Editor: 
Directory: 

Nancy Andersen 317-626-5237 
Mary Jane Henrikson 812-662-3728  

Jerome Rud.        765-720-5232 
 Alice Voris         317-691-1370 
Berit Skarre        812-617-5678 
Ben Olsen III      317-459-5913 
Susan Alden        317-460-8891 
Karen Courtney  317-696-2852 
Dagrun Bennett  317-736-5025 
Glenna Divine    765-749-2567 
Glenna Divine   765-749-2567 

Neil Schuch        765-667-6892

Circle City Lodge Officers

        This was painted by Sally Hurst

~ 7 ~

Read past issues of LUREN at:  

www.sonsofnorway5.com 

Check out our facebook group!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/473869819402515 

Check out SOFN Website! 

https://www.sofn.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=WKXhY-3CTVE

https://www.facebook.com/groups/473869819402515
https://www.sofn.com/blog/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKXhY-3CTVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKXhY-3CTVE

