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Friendly Fifth Friday News  
September 8, 2017 

 
 
In an attempt to help our lodge leaders become more familiar with resources, changes, deadlines and 
other information, I will compile a weekly “Friendly Fifth Friday News” email to our leadership. Some 
of the information you might already have, but hopefully it will be a good reminder for all of us (me 
included) of all the great resources that Sons of Norway has to offer. Please feel free to cut and 
paste any of this information for your lodge’s use! 
 
Darlene Arneson, District 5 Secretary 
 

Send all web posting info to inputd5@sonsofnorway5.com 

Questions on the new dues structure? 2018dues@sofn.com  

 
From our District Preseident – 

District Presidents Message 
 

Kjaere Vanner, 

 

A year has already passed since the 2016 Fifth District Convention in Marshfield, 

Wisconsin.  The Board of Directors has met twice since June of 2016.  Two of the 

latest changes to Sons of Norway have been the new simplified dues structure and 

the, “Growing to 2020”, recruitment program.  In order for the goals of the 2017 

recruitment program to be achieved all lodges and their members must take an active 

part in the recruitment of new members.  Going hand in hand with recruitment is 

retention.  Too many of our new members drop their memberships after having been 

members for only two or three years.  We must be, “All We Can Be As Lodges”, to be 

attractive to all our members.  I encourage lodges to hold short business meeting and 

to provide excellent lodge programs.  The Sons of Norway Financial Benefit 

Counselors offers a free membership luncheon to lodges that would like to hold a 

recruitment luncheon.  When was the last time your lodge held a membership 

luncheon?  Contact your FBC and he or she will provide all the details for conducting a 

successful luncheon.           

 

The Fifth District will be hosting a President’s Leadership Conference on October 

20,21, and 22 at the Wonderland Camp and Conference Center at Camp Lake, 

Wisconsin.  It is not a requirement that you are a President of your lodge in order to 
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attend the conference.  You must be a current member of the Sons of Norway and 

have an interest in improving and strengthening your lodge.  By attending the 

conference you will be able to meet with other Sons of Norway members to discuss 

problems you may be may be having with your lodge and come up with solutions to 

those problems.  Please make the effort to send at least one member of your lodge to 

the President’s Leadership Conference.  The deadline for registering for the 

conference is September 30.    

 

Please take the time to view the Fifth District Website at: www.sonofnorway5.com    

 

Fraternally og beste hilsen, 

Andrew Johnsen                 

 

 
Are you following?  
Ostestaden’s Jamie Larson is on Alt for Norge!! 
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Project Heimatt / Prosjekt Heimatt 
This project was established Nov 10 2014 with the purpose of bringing home to Orkdal The Norway 
Pavilion, a stave church copy made for The World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago 1893. Within 
just one year The Pavilion came - in parts from Mt. Horeb, WI  to Orkanger harbor. Restoration and 
reconstruction is well underway, and The Grand Opening is scheduled for September 9 2017.  
A group from Vennelag Lodge have travelled over to be part of the dedication tomorrow! Follow them 
on Facebook! 
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Top Ten Reasons for sending a member to the District 5 President’s 

Conference 

1. Networking with other lodge members and discussing success, 

frustrations and challenges. 

2. Our International President Jon Tehven will be there discussing the new 

dues structure and other SN items. 

3. Time to learn about strategic planning and how to set long-range plans for 

your lodge- something we don’t often take time to do. 

4. The issues that many lodges face will be addressed and collectively we 

hope to provide help and support to them. 

5. International Fraternal Director Linda Pederson will be covering the many 

resources that Sons of Norway has to offer! Many are there but we just 

don’t realize it. 

6. A beautiful setting, good food, entertainment and time to socialize with 

others! 

7. A time to rejuvenate your lodge on an off-convention year. 

8. Providing a chance to really focus on the help that lodges need. The small 

investment of the registration fee will pay off in huge dividends as 

members return with new tools to address issues. 

9. Some time to get some one-on-one help from the District and International 

on issues or concerns. 

10. Great workshops and presenters with many asking participants to 

share their best practices!! 

 

A registration form is attached and we encourage your lodge to send a representative. We can help 

with providing lists of those attending so that you can carpool and save expenses!! Pictures are also 

attached so you can see the facility! 

Please consider this great opportunity!! The registration deadline is September 30! 

 

District Calendar of Events: (new items in red) 

September 2017 

 September 30- Lodge liability premium due to International SN office 

 September 30 – Registration deadline for the District 5 President’s Conference 
 

October 2017 

 October 20-22- District 5 Local Lodge President’s Conference and District 5 Board Meeting 

 Nominating Committee report due to Lodge 
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November 2017 

 Elect Lodge Officers for coming year (unless you have two-year officer terms) 
 

December 2017 

 December 1 – SN Foundation General Heritage and Culture grants due   

 December 15 –SN Foundation Local Lodge Partnership and Helping Hands to Children 
grants  

 December 15- D-63 Report of Elections due. Send one copy to International Headquarters 
and one to District Secretary. 

 

Note:  

 Check correspondence from the International and District and the International 
(www.sofn.com) and District (www.sonsofnorway5.com) websites for any updates and 
changesAdditional deadlines for the District 5 and International Conventions/Lodge Meetings 
will be added as those dates are established. Watch for future mailings and the District 5 
website. 

 The District 5 Convention will be June 27-July 1, 2018 at Hotel Radisson in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. 

 The International Sons of Norway Convention will be August 16-18, 2018 in Minneapolis, MN. 
 

Compiled by Darlene Arneson, SN District 5 Secretary (arnesonfamily5@gmail.com or 608-873-7209) 


