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Friendly Fifth Friday News  
April 3, 2020 

 

Send all web posting info and calendar dates/events directly to our webmaster at 

inputd5@sonsofnorway5.com 

Not many updates from last week until after the Board meeting 

this Saturday! Watch for news next week! 

------------------------------------------- 

District President Har Ordet 

Kjære Venner, 

 As of now I am sure that most of the members of the District have received word 

that the 2020 Fifth District Convention/Meeting and the 2020 International 

Convention/Meeting have been canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  There was 

a unanimous vote by the International Board of Directors to cancel the 2020 

conventions/meetings.  President Ron Stubbings has instructed all sons of Norway 

Officers, Directors, and Delegates to, “continue in service until the regular session 

lodge meetings of 2022”.  As members of Sons of Norway we need to follow President 

Stubbings instruction in order to maintain our cohesiveness as a fraternal in this time of 

uncertainty.  

 As your District President I am requesting that all local lodge Presidents and 

Officers be prudent, and that they follow all State and Federal government mandates 

concerning the COVID-19 virus.  Be thoughtful and do not put yourself or any of your 

lodge members in any undue risk.  Stay in touch with your other lodge members using 

the telephone and electronic means (conference calls or skype). 

 These are difficult times we are all experiencing.  It is my hope that when this 

pandemic is over the Sons of Norway will continue to be as strong and vibrant as ever. 

 It is with sadness that the Fifth District has lost one of its finest members, Gene 

Steensma, who passed away on March 25, 2020.  Gene was a past Fifth District 

President, an International Director, and a long-time member and President of 

Samhold 5-473.  Gene will always remain in the hearts of those who knew.  Keep 

Gene’s family in your prayers as they go through their time of mourning.         

Med beste hilsen, 

Andrew Iver Johnsen 

Sons of Norway Fifth District President       

mailto:inputd5@sonsofnorway5.com
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Thank you Mike Palecek for this great set of maps! 
 

Wisconsin Lodges 
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Illinois Lodges 
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Indiana Lodges 
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Lower Michigan Lodges 
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Upper Michigan Lodge 
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Ohio Lodges 
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Tennessee Lodges 

 
 
 

 
 
 
2020 District 5 and International Calendar and Deadlines  
 
March 27, 2020 

 Send back your zone survey to Darlene Arneson 
 
April 1, 2020 

 Deadline to register for Masse Moro 

 Deadline for resolutions and bylaws for District 5 Lodge Meeting 

 Deadline for submitting bids for hosting 2022 District Lodge Meeting 
 
April 3-4, 2020 

 District Board meeting in Stoughton, WI.This has been changed and committees will meet via 
conference call prior to April 1 and the board will meet via conference call on April 4. 

 
April 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
April 15, 2020 

 Sarah Paulsen Scholarships due for Masse Moro Campers 
 
 
May 1, 2020 
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 Advertising due for District 5 Convention 
 
May 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
May 15, 2020 

 Fraternal Funds Report due to Sons of Norway Headquarters 
 IRS filing deadline for tax form 990. Lodge treasurer needs to notify Sons of Norway 

Headquarters when 990 has been submitted. 
 D17 & 990 filing deadline for lodges that own property 

 
May 17, 2020 

 Lodge Grants & Scholarship Deadline for Masse Moro 
 
June 1, 2020 

 Final payment due for Masse Moro 
 
June 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
June 15, 2020 

 District 5 Sports Challenge ends 
 
June 20, 2020 

 Remittance forms due for District 5 Sports Challenge 
 
June 25-28, 2020 

 District 5 Lodge Meeting and Convention in Madison, WI 
 

July 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
July 12-25, 2020 

 Masse Moro Youth Heritage Camp in Fall Creek, WI 
 
August 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
August 19-23, 2020 

 International Lodge Meeting and Convention in Ringsaker, Norway 
 
 
 
 
September 2020 

 Lodge liability premium sent to all lodge treasurers. This package includes information 
regarding the coverage, a certificate of insurance for the lodge and an invoice for the lodge’s 
share of the premium. 
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 September 10 – Foundation Board of Governors applications due. If you are someone who 
loves nonprofits, governance and your Nordic values, running for a Foundation board position 
may be a perfect fit!  

 
September 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
October 2020 

 Lodge Officer Update/D63 form and instructions is mailed to lodge secretaries. 
 The Sons of Norway Foundation portal is available for lodges and individuals to apply for 

grants and scholarships. 
 Lodge Achievement, Family Lodge of the Year and AFA Year-end report forms and 

instructions is mailed to lodge secretaries. 
 Lodge Barneløpet Coordinators are encouraged to contact Sons of Norway Headquarters to 

discuss plans for anticipated events. 
 
October is Foundation Month 

 Help support our grant and scholarship recipients and share your Nordic values by celebrating 
Foundation month! Please consider a donation directly to the Foundation or plan a fundraising 
event through your lodge.   

 October 1 Grant applications open – Our lodge grants award amounts go up to $500-$1,500 
depending on a lodge’s project.   

 October 1 Scholarship applications open – Scholarship opportunities start at $1,000 with an 
average scholarship of $3,000.    

 
October 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
October 15, 2020 

 Lodge liability premium is due to Sons of Norway Headquarters. 
 
November 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
December 2020 

 D17 and D18 forms, instructions and timeline sent to lodge treasurers. 
 
December 10, 2020 

 Lodge photos are due to the District Publicity Director by the 10th of the month for the ‘Viking’ 
Magazine consideration in the edition three months out. 

 
December 16, 2020 

 Application deadline for: 
o Community Partnership Grant applications are due to Sons of Norway Foundation. 

 Date that new member applications (paper forms) must be received at HQ to ensure 
processing in time for end-of-year delegate calculation and recruitment challenge recognition. 
(Online applications may be submitted through December 31.) 
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December 31, 2020 

 Lodge Officer Update/D63 information is due to Membership Services at Sons of Norway 
Headquarters. 

 Last day to enter new membership applications into the database for delegate calculations and 
2019 recruitment challenge recognition. (Paper applications should be received at 
headquarters by December 15 to ensure adequate time for processing.) 

 Application deadline for: 
  
o Lodge Helping Hands to Children Grant* 
o Lodge Culture and Heritage Grant* 
o Lodge Vitality Grant* 

 Deadline to order Barneløpet supplies. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    
 

DISTRICT FIVE LODGE MEETING  
June 25-28, 2020 at the Radisson Hotel, Grand Canyon Drive, Madison 
 
INTERNATIONAL LODGE MEETING  
August 19-23, 2020 in Ringsaker Norway 
 
 
Viking Chest Rotation  

 The rotation will begin again with this rotation.  

 The zone directors are responsible for keeping track of the whereabouts and letting their 
lodges know that the chest is in their zone for that time period.  

 The chest should be brought back to the District Board Meeting to be given to the next zone. 
 

 Time period Zone with chest 

October 2019-April 2020 5 

April 2020-October 2020 2 

October 2020-April 2021 4 

April 2021-October 2021 6 

October 2021 – April 2022 1 

April 2022 – October 2022 3 
 

 

Zone Meeting Schedule 2020 

Zone Date Hosted by Location 

1 Thursday, Feb 20 
at 1:15 

Zone 1 Directors Veterans 
Community Center, 
Hayward during the 
volunteer reception 
after Barnebirkie 

2    

3 Sat. January 25 Mandt Lodge Stoughton, WI 

4    

5    
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6    

 
Note:  

 Check correspondence from the International and District and the International 
(www.sofn.com) and District (www.sonsofnorway5.com) websites for any updates and 
changes.  

 Additional deadlines for the District 5 and International Conventions/Lodge Meetings will be 
added as those dates are established. Watch for future mailings and the District 5 website. 

 The District 5 Convention will be June 25-28 at the Radisson Hotel, Grand Canyon Drive, 
Madison hosted by Idun Lodge. 

 The International Sons of Norway Convention will be August 19-23, 2020 in Ringsaker Norway 
 
Compiled by Darlene Arneson, SN District 5 Secretary (arnesonfamily5@gmail.com or 608-873-7209) 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
FFFN Basics 
In an attempt to help our lodge leaders become more familiar with resources, changes, deadlines and 
other information, I will compile a weekly “Friendly Fifth Friday News” email to our leadership. Some 
of the information you might already have, but hopefully it will be a good reminder for all of us (me 
included) of all the great resources that Sons of Norway has to offer. Please feel free to cut and 
paste any of this information for your lodge’s use! 
 

Send all web posting info and calendar dates/events directly to our webmaster at 
inputd5@sonsofnorway5.com  With our new arrangement, I actually send the FFFN pdf to 

our webmaster on Thursday morning before I go to work. So if you have anything you’d like me to 
consider putting in, please send it by Wednesday night. Please do not send pdf’s as I have a hard 
time cutting and pasting them. The Word Document works best for me. Don’t forget that lodge events 
should be submitted to inputd5@sonsofnorway.com as I have a hard time keeping track of all lodge 
activities. I’ll put some in but that is more the role of the website event calendar.  
 
If you would like to get the MS Word document, just shoot me an email and I’ll add you to the list. I 
send it out right after I send the email to the large group.  
 
Darlene Arneson – arnesonfamily5@gmail.com 

mailto:inputd5@sonsofnorway5.com
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