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Sons of Norway Mission Statement: To promote and preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our relationship with other Nordic countries, and to provide quality insurance and financial products to its members.
America has truly been the land of opportunity for our ancestors and for each of us. As we imagine the lives of our forefathers when they arrived on North American soil, we can't help but be amazed at how different our lives are from the hardships they faced.

Nevertheless, need for help and support from others is something that remains constant in society. It is possible that in today's technologically complex world, simple friendship and fellowship, shared interest and focus, and interaction with people is even more important than in times past.  Yet, it is more easily neglected than it was for our mothers, grandmothers, and great grandmothers.

You have chosen to be a member of "Sons of Norway." In today's world, that name may sound patriarchal and exclusive. However, membership is open to anyone who has an interest in Nordic culture. One of our recent lodge presidents was of predominantly Greek ancestry, but because his wife was born in Norway, he became interested in Nordic culture. Although our primary focus is Norwegian, we work to celebrate a common Scandinavian heritage. This is especially important in Racine, because of our many Danish-American descendants.  We prefer to think of our members as "descendants of Scandinavians."

To understand the name of our group, it is necessary to understand American history. In 19th century America, the country was a melting pot, where immigrants, primarily from Europe, made the enormous sacrifice to travel to the New World to carve out a better life for themselves and their families.

The original "Sons of Norway" was made up of civic-minded men who bonded together to pool their money, allowing them to help one another financially in the event one became disabled or died.  They also worked to perpetuate traditional heritage and culture. Over 100 years ago, this idea spread throughout the United States.
At our Racine lodge, often we conclude meetings with a short reading of immigrant stories. Whether our great-grandparents and grandparents were Norwegian, Danish, Irish, Italian, Armenian, Greek, or another nationality, they all faced similar hardships. We can thank our forbearers for overcoming adversity and providing us with a more prosperous life.  
In modern times, these stories of hardship have an almost spiritual meaning.  As we hear these accounts of pioneers who overcame adversity, we want to thank the Creator for their efforts and the blessings they bestowed on us.

In addition to its current social and fraternal focus, Sons of Norway offers insurance and financial products which pay better rates-of-return than bank certificates of deposit. These financial products are not covered by FDIC insurance, but are very low risk investments.

Anyone can join Sons of Norway. You do not have to buy insurance products to be a member. But if you are interested, our financial benefits counselor (insurance agent) is Greg Ragan. You can contact Greg at: 800-442-4146, email: gregragan@aol.com

The 3 F's of fraternal: friendship, fellowship and fun: This is the part of Sons of Norway that we all participate in as members. It is up all of us in the local lodge to tailor a program and create a fraternal culture that is best for our community and its members.
Our lodge is called Nordlyset 5-183.  The number means we are in district 5, the 183rd lodge founded in the central United States (districts 1, 3, 4 and 5).  There are Sons of Norway lodges in Canada and Norway, too.  
In the Norwegian language, "Nordlyset" (Nor-LEE-set) means Northern Lights, the beautiful aurora borealis that plays in the far northern sky.  "Nordlyset" is also the name of the first Norwegian-American newspaper, originally published at the old Muskego (Wind Lake) settlement in 1847 and later in Racine.

The "Nordlyset" newspaper was a tool to keep immigrants informed of happenings in Norway and America and to learn English. It also helped newcomers assimilate into their new country and gain the knowledge needed to become American citizens.

Monthly meetings:  From September through May, we meet on the third Wednesday of the month at the Moose Lodge at 5530 Middle Road, Racine WI (Douglas Ave. and 4-1/2 Mile Road) from 5:45 PM to approximately 8:30 PM.  In February and October, we enjoy a catered meal with reservations and payment required in advance.  In December, usually on the first Saturday of the month, we have a potluck Christmas party, at an alternate location.  In lieu of regular meetings, in June and August we have potluck picnics; these are at different locations. Our July activity is riding in the Racine July 4 parade, the Midwest's largest Independence Day parade. Our lodge co-owns a float with the Kenosha Sons of Norway lodge and people look for our Viking ship traveling the parade route.  Six times a year, we publish the Nordlyset News, a newsletter with dates and times of upcoming activities and other lodge news.  To keep costs down, we email this to members.  We ask members without email addresses to pay $10 per year to cover printing and mailing costs.
In order to run meetings smoothly and share the work of the lodge, we set up social committees.  We ask every lodge member who is physically able to serve on a social committee twice a year. Assignments usually are published in the first newsletter of the year.  The social committee, headed by two chairpersons, is in charge of the meal and cleanup.  The chairs contact everyone on that monthly committee and make assignments. Committee members cook food in advance, bring desserts and clean up the kitchen and meeting space after the meal.  Meal ingredient costs may be reimbursed by the lodge. We ask that committee members donate the desserts. The intent is to offer all lodge members a tasty, low-cost meal, which is especially important for families rushing at the end of the day to get to the meeting. We ask members to be budget-conscious.  Expensive pre-prepared items (such as $50 relish/vegetable trays from the grocery store) are not reimbursed. To be reimbursed, give your receipts to the Lodge treasurer, Sonia Gatzke, at the lodge meeting or you can email or mail receipts within 45 days.

Regular month meals (September, November, January, March, April and May) are typically $4.00 per person. Members are encouraged to invite guests to all meetings.  The first time someone visits a regular lodge meeting, they are treated as a guest and don't pay. If someone has been a guest (paying after the first visit) at two or three lodge activities, they are asked to become an official member.
October and February are special lodge meetings to honor Leif Erikkson Day and Valentine's Day. These are catered events, which everyone must register and pay for in advance. These meals cost between $15 and $20 each.  Members receive a registration form for these special meetings in our bi-monthly newsletter and by e-mail.

The December Christmas party is usually held on the first Saturday of December, beginning in the late afternoon. There is no charge for this meeting, since members bring a potluck dish to serve 12. Family and guests are welcome and encouraged! If a member brings guests, they are asked to increase the size of their potluck contribution.  Santa appears at the party and gives presents to children who are in elementary school or younger.  Please let the lodge president know in advance about children who are attending, so we can make sure that ample gifts are available.
Family and guests are encouraged to attend the June and August potluck picnics.  Again, if you bring guests, please provide extra potluck food.
Alcoholic beverages may be purchased at meetings held at the Moose Lodge's bar only by Moose members.  This is a rule of Moose International.  Current SON/Moose members include: Ola Hirth, Nick Baldukas, Mike Palecek, Happy Youngs, Chuck Johnson, Michaela Decker and Diane Palecek.  See one of them if you want them to purchase a beverage for you.  Please have singles and change available for payment.  The serving of alcoholic beverages for special events is determined by the event organizer and based on the rules of the venue we are using.  As our lodge has youth members, our adult members shall drink responsibly. 

At the typical meeting, dinner is served at 5:45 PM. The month's social committee usually arrives for food preparation by 5:15 PM and members begin to arrive at 5:30 PM to socialize. When you arrive, please find and put on your name tag, pay for your meal and then purchase 50–50 raffle tickets if desired.

The meeting begins with the welcome by the president, then the Norwegian table prayer followed by the buffet-style meal.  After dinner we sing the national anthems of the United States, Canada and Norway, locations which have Sons of Norway lodges.

The announcement portion of the meeting begins with an Ole and Lena joke, birthdays of the month, and Good News.  For $1, anyone can come to the microphone and share their good news or make an announcement. We then thank the social committee and conduct any raffles.  The monthly program comes next. It is usually about a 20-30 minute presentation a topic relating to Nordic culture. The monthly program is arranged by our hard-working cultural committee, followed by dessert and more socializing. Our meeting concludes with the reading of a short story written by a 19th century Nordic-American immigrant, selected by the lodge historians.
Our lodge's clubs:  The poker club meets on one Friday of the month, usually at 6 PM, in a card club member's home, to play two rounds of very friendly low-stakes Texas HoldEm.  The host provides a light supper and card club members may bring beverages to share.  For more information, contact: Mike Palecek, 886-5547.

At the regular lodge meetings and picnics there are normally activities for children and teens.  Although children and teens are welcome at catered dinners, there is no formal youth program.  For more information on the youth group, contact: Michaela Decker, 498-2085.
In the past we have had clubs dedicated to books, sports, genealogy, rosemaling, other crafts and skiing. Members are encouraged to start their own special interest club, which could include: Danish or Swedish special-interest groups, immigrant history, woodcarving, Norwegian language, Scandinavian current events, travel club, dinner and a movie, foreign cooking... the possibilities are endless.  For more information, contact: Mike Palecek, 886-5547.
Masse Moro is a two-week Norwegian language and culture camp for youths aged 9-15.  The camp is run by SON District 5 in a beautiful, well-equipped county park in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin.  Our lodge provides a $150 campership for each youth from our lodge and District 5 matches that amount, for applications which are submitted by the May deadline. We have an Easter weekend cookie sale to earn money for camperships. Members who have been in the lodge for six months are eligible for the campership for their children or grandchildren.  For more information see www.sonsofnorwayracine.com/new-page-2.htm
Cultural pins can be earned from the Sons of Norway at three different levels of difficulty.  Pins are awarded for: chip carving; cooking; folk dancing; figure carving; hand knitting; Hardanger embroidery; literature; music and musicians of Norway; Norwegian language and culture; ornamental wood carving; rosemaling; stamps; and weaving.
Sports medals are designed to promote physical fitness and awarded at four different levels of difficulty.  Sports pins include: gangemerke (walking); idrettsmerke (sports and fitness); skimerke (skiing); sykkelmerke (bicycling); and svommermerke (swimming).
You can download the requirements for these pins and medals at: www.sonsofnorwayracine.com/pins.html
Once you have completed the requirements for a culture pin, turn in the scorecard to Connie Aiello at a lodge meeting.  Completed sports medal scorecards go to Ruth Wieland.  Your awards will be presented at an upcoming meeting.  For more information, contact: Connie Aiello (culture pins), 623-252-8861 or Ruth Wieland (sports medals), 262-598-0201.
Other activities include trips and get-togethers. We work hard to keep these activities affordable and welcome suggestions.  These activities are "come as you wish" and are publicized in the newsletter or in e-mails to members. They are designed to encourage more friendship, fellowship and fun in our lodge.  Contact: Mike Palecek, 886-5547.
We also perform community service.  Current projects include:  

Our members cleaned out their closets and brought gently used shoes to the meeting, for donation to people in a third-world country.  

We donated knick-knacks left over from our recent youth rummage sale to a day club for dependent older adults in Racine County.

We collect complete 500-piece or smaller jigsaw puzzles for Killarney Kourt senior center in Sturtevant.  They use them and pass them on to other senior facilities.  To donate, bring these puzzles to any lodge meeting.

We collect "Boxtops for Education" for the Mooseheart School, which are deposited in the collection box at the entrance to the Moose Lodge.

We collect cancelled stamps for needy children in Norway.  To help, please cut stamps off of envelopes you get in the mail, leaving at least a 1/4-inch border around them.  Turn your stamps into Shirley Hirth at any lodge meeting.  You can learn more about this program, called Tubfrim at: http://www.tubfrim.no/subdet9.htm
Joining our lodge:  Anyone can join the Nordyset lodge by filling out a Sons of Norway international membership form and paying annual dues:

$42.75 ($45.75 beginning on July 1, 2016) - adult membership
$35.75 ($38.75 beginning on July 1, 2016) - for each additional family member (age 16+)

$20.34 - youth membership (under age 16)

Membership dues pays for your monthly Viking magazine as well as services which SON international and district offices provide to the lodge.  Nordlyset lodge receives only $3 ($6 after July 1) from these dues, which is why we fundraise to pay for lodge operational expenses.
New member are inducted into the lodge twice a year at a regular lodge meeting. New members pledge to help others in the lodge, be non-judgmental, honest and fair and avoid political or religious topics at lodge functions.
Board business meetings are held on the first Saturday of the month, from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM usually at Mike and Diane Palecek's home: 5747 Sandy Lane, Racine.  The December board meeting is held on the last Saturday of November, a week before the Christmas party.  The schedule also appears in the lodge newsletter.
All business of the lodge is transacted at the monthly business meeting.  Any member of the lodge is welcome to attend the monthly business meeting and participate in discussion.  Only lodge officers vote at business meetings, acting as representatives of all members of the lodge.
The lodge president sets the agenda and runs the meeting.  If you have business to be considered, please talk to the lodge president before the board meeting, so it can be included in the agenda. It may also be brought up at the end of the board meeting under "new business."

The business typically discussed includes: approval of minutes of the last meeting; sunshine report (ailing members); treasurer's report and finance; membership; calendar update; community service; youth group; culture committee; international and district business; evaluation of the last regular lodge meeting; and preparation for next lodge meeting and future lodge activities.
Occasionally there are short business meetings at regular lodge meetings, for officer elections and at times when a vote of the entire lodge membership is required.

Finances:  Our lodge is financially healthy. Our biggest annual expenses include food supplies, Masse Moro camperships, donations to the Moose Lodge and Sons of Norway Foundation, membership recruitment advertising, building rentals, miscellaneous supplies and postage. On even years we send delegates to the District 5 Sons of Norway convention and pay their expenses.
Lodge trustees audit our books in early January. An audit report is then reviewed by our board and sent to the international Sons of Norway in Minneapolis. The lodge also files a non-profit tax form with the IRS and has additional reporting duties to the international Sons of Norway.

Nordlyset lodge officers:  Lodge officers set the direction of the lodge with input from members.  We hope you will consider volunteering to serve as an officer or other volunteer.  We elect our lodge officers at the November lodge meeting and they begin their terms on January 1.  The president and vice president serve two-year terms, trustees have three-year terms, and all other officers have one-year terms.
Lodge officers as of January 1, 2017:

President and Webmaster– Mike Palecek - 886-5547  (cell: 497-2761)
Vice President - Michaela Decker - 498-2085
Secretary - Connie Aiello - (623) 252-8861
Treasurer - Sonia Gatzke - 554-6359
Trustee and Cultural Program Director - Happy Youngs - 633-0144

Trustee and Greeter- Victor Mitmoen - 496-6490

Trustee and Greeter - Rosemary (Buddy) Thompson - 654-4472

Marshall - Diane Palecek - 886-5547
Community Outreach and Youth Director - Michaela Decker - 498-2085
Counselors - Ola Hirth - 639-1000, Nicholas Baldukas - 598-9994
Co-Historian - Heidi Komistra - 632-7943
Co-Historian - Kristin Hahner - 498-6170
Newsletter Editor and Photographer - Cheryl Miller - 456-0623
Co-Sports Director and Greeter - Ruth Wieland - 598-0201
Foundation Director - Ann-Mari Baldukas - 598-9994

Sunshine - Judy Nielsen - 637-1065
Membership - open

Cultural Committee - Happy Youngs, Cheryl Green, Eric Lenhart, Chuck and Marsha Johnson.
Websites of interest:  Our website is www.sonsofnorwayracine.com.  This website is filled with useful information, including our annual calendar at: www.sonsofnorwayracine.com/news.htm.  You can enjoy some good Ole and Lena Jokes at: www.sonsofnorwayracine.com/jokes.htm.
www.sofn.com - Sons of Norway International website

www.sonsofnorway5.com - District 5 website

http://massemoro.org - Masse Moro website

Lodges in District 5:
WISCONSIN: Amery, Appleton, Barron, Black River Falls, Blair, Eau Claire, Elkhorn, Green Bay, Hazlehurst, Janesville, Kenosha, La Crosse, Madison, Marshfield, Milwaukee, Mondovi, Monroe, Mount Horeb, Osseo, Racine, Scandinavia, Sheboygan,   Stevens Point, Stoughton, Sturgeon Bay, Superior, Viroqua, Wausau, Westby, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin Rapids, Woodville.
ILLINOIS: Arlington Heights, Aurora, Chicago, LaGrange Park, Montgomery, Norway/Ottawa, Palatine, Riverside, Rockford, South Holland.  INDIANA: Carmel, Chesterton, Fort Wayne.  MICHIGAN: Auburn Hills, Farmington Hills, Kalamazoo, Lansing Muskegon, Suttons Bay.  OHIO: Akron, Cincinnati.  TENNESSEE: Knoxville, Nashville.
If you ever wish to visit a meeting of another Sons of Norway lodge, and you are welcome to do so, you can click on the Join/Renew button on the www.sofn.com website, then type in the name of the city, to find out when and where the lodge normally meets.  It is a good idea to contact the lodge to verify the meeting time.  If you need a lodge contact, call Mike Palecek, 886-5547.
Additional information:
Norwegian table prayer
English translation
I Jesu navn gär vi til bords
In Jesus' name to the table we go
a spise, drikke pä ditt ord.
To eat and drink according to His word.
Deg, Gud til aere, oss til gavn,
To God the honor, us the gain,
Sä fär vi mat i Jesu navn. 
So we have food in Jesus' name.
Amen.
Amen.
Norwegian National Anthem
English translation
Ja, vi elsker dette landet,
Yes, we love this country
som det stiger frem,
as it rises forth,
furet, værbitt over vannet,
rugged, weathered, above the water,
med de tusen hjem, —
with the thousands of homes, —
elsker, elsker det og tenker
love, love it and think
på vår far og mor
of our father and mother
og den saganatt som senker
and the saga-night that lays
drømmer på vår jord.
dreams upon our earth.
og den saganatt som senker
and the saga-night that lays
drømmer på vår jord.
dreams upon our earth.
Canadian National Anthem

O Canada! Our home and native land!

True patriot love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,

The True North strong and free!

From far and wide, O Canada,

We stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land, glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee;

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
