Blessing of the Lectors

Duane (12:15)

Let us pray. Guide us, O God, by your Word proclaimed and
read tonight by Peggy, Gayla, and Pastor Ted, that in the midst
of darkness we might see light, in your truth find freedom, and
in your grace discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Warren (7:00)

Let us pray. Guide us, O God, by your Word proclaimed and
read tonight by Tim, Chuck, Matthew, Arlene, MC, Sonya and
Pastor Ted, that in the midst of darkness we might see light, in
your truth find freedom, and in your grace discover peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The End (Mark 15:1-15) Peggy (12:15)
Chuck (7:00)

As soon as 1t was morning, the chief priests held a consultation
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound
Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say
so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate
asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they
bring against you.” > But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate
was amazed. " Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8 So the
crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his
custom. 2 Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for
you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he realized that it was out of
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11 But the chief
priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them
instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me
to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 They shouted
back, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15 So Pilate,
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
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The Silence (Mark 15:16-20) Peggy (12:15)
Arlene (7:00)

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that
1s, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole
cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting
some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18 And they began
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head with
a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After
mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
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The Walk (Luke 23:26-31) Peggy (12:15)
MC (7:00)

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who
was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and
made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people
followed him, and among them were women who were beating their
breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children. 29 For the days are surely coming
when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will
begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover
us.” 31 For if they do this when the wood 1s green, what will happen
when it is dry?”
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The Thieves (Luke 23:32-43) Gayla (12:15)
Tim (7:00)

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to
death with him. When they came to the place that is called The
Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right
and one on his left. [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed
at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he i1s the
Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over
him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were
hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same condemnation?
And we indeed have been condemned justly, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” The he said, “Jesus, remember me, when you come
into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in Paradise.”
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The Loneliness (Mark 15:33-36) Gayla (12:15)
Sonya (7:00)

When 1t was noon, darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon. 3¢ At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani (AY-loy, AY-loy, LAH-mah sah-
bahk-THAH-nee)?”” which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” 35> When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,
“Listen, he is calling for Elijjah.” 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying,
“Wait, let us see whether Elijjah will come to take him down.”
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The Death (Mark 15:37-41) Gayla (12:15)
Matthew (7:00)

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now
when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” There
were also women looking on from a distance; among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary mother of James the younger and of
Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him
when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who
had come up with him to Jerusalem.
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Bidding Prayers Duane (12:15)

Warren(7:00)

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church
throughout the world. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all
nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church
and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in
faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of
salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for Mary and Elizabeth, our bishops, for Ted, our
pastor, for Hanna, June, Roger, Rebecca, and Mary Claire, all
servants of the church, and for all the people of God. Si/ence.

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and
makes it holy. Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors,
other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and
safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have
called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in
Jesus Christ. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look
with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the
baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the
fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus
Christ. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those
who call out to you under different names. Bring an end to
inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of
the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent
universe. Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and
bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor
and oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to those in
authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those in need. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and
new courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick,
comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly
deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood,
hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in
any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help
in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Bidding Prayers Pastor Ted
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Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church
throughout the world. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all
nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church
and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in
faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of
salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for Mary and Elizabeth, our bishops, for Ted, our
pastor, for Hanna, June, Roger, Rebecca, and Mary Claire, all
servants of the church, and for all the people of God. Si/ence.

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and
makes 1t holy. Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors,
other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and
safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have
called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in
Jesus Christ. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look
with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the
baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the
fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus
Christ. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those
who call out to you under different names. Bring an end to
inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of
the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent
universe. Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and
bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor
and oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to those in
authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those in need. Silence.

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and
new courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick,
comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly
deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood,
hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in
any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help
in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Good Friday 12:15 & 7:00 p.m.



