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ORD FRA DIN VALKYRIEN LOSJE PRESIDENT 
(Words from your Lodge President)                                                

 

     

Hilsen 

 

   With the holidays behind us, we can relax inside watching the snow fall outside.  Our first meeting of 2020 is 
on Monday, Feb. 24,  starting with refreshments at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will feature Trivia of Norway and 
will help us get to know our fellow members.   Many lodges have daytime meetings in the winter so we will 
discuss that option at our next board meeting.  Would you be in favor of an afternoon time for our winter meet-
ings?     

   The Barnebirke is Thursday, Feb. 20th. The lodges in our District 5 are providing cookies for the children’s 
ski event.  We have budgeted $40 to buy cookies,  but if you would like to make some homemade kinds 
(without nuts) please let me know.  I plan to take our donation of cookies with me when I go up to Hayward on 
the 20th. One of our members will be in the Birkebeiner on Saturday.  

   We are working on the programs for the year.  Since this is the 125th Anniversary of the Sons of Norway, we 
will plan to promote our lodge during this special year.  This is also the 115th year for Valkyrien Lodge which 
was formed in Hudson in 1905.  In 1982, the site of the lodge was moved to Woodville.  Gary Stang was presi-
dent at that time and the lodge had over a hundred members.   

   We have a standup tri-fold presentation poster about the Sons of Norway. This can be used in our area to pro-
vide information for prospective members.  If you have a spot in the public eye that would make room for the 
poster for a few weeks, let me know.  I would like to see it travel to Menomonie, Hudson, Hammond, and 
Baldwin.  Merlee, Sue and I hosted cookies and coffee on Saturday Jan. 11 in the Woodville Library in con-
junction with the History Center Open House next door.   

   The District 5 Sons of Norway is selling the following three clothing items as a fundraiser for the District 
Foundation that funds Masse Moro Heritage Camp.    Take a look at these items on page 8 of this newsletter.  I 
will also be bringing them to our meeting. 

Opphold varm, 

 

Audrey Severson, President 

 

P.S: 
 
At the end of December 2019, our virtual walk to Norway totaled 923 miles.  We are almost 1/4 the way to 
4,036 miles and five months to go.  Way to go members!!!! At this rate we will be in Norway ahead of sched-
ule.  Keep it up!! 

 

 

JAN-FEB, 2020 



   
 
 

President:  
 Audrey Severson (715-273-5019) 
         apseverson@gmail.com 
 

Vice President: 
         Babe Jacobson (715-684-3159)                        

  lbj@baldwin-telecom.net           

Secretary:  
 Sandra Calvert  (715-688-3610) 
 scalvert@baldwin-telecom.net 
         

Treasurer:  
 Don E Olson (715-235-8272) 
         olsondon@hughes.net 
 

Counselors:  (Past Presidents) 
         Sandra Olson (715-698-3433) 
 packerland@baldwin-telecom.net 
         Audrey Halverson (715-273-5650) 
 audjhalver@yahoo.com 
  

Communications Directors & Newsletter: 
       Arlys & Don Olson (715-235-8272) 
         olsondon@hughes.net 
             

Greeters:   
 Pat & Einar Sandom (715-386-3831) 
         esandom@hotmail.com 
          

Language Instructor:   
 Don E Olson (715-235-8272) 
         olsondon@hughes.net 
 

Marshal & Technology: 
      Jerry Johnson (612-716-6327) 
         jerry_54028@yahoo.com 

 
Membership Secretary: 
         Susan Faber (715-235-0847) 
 fabersue@yahoo.com 
           

Music Director:    
 Chuck Brictson (715-772-4523) 
         brictson@wwt.net 
 

Program Director :   
 Randi Hoffman (715-684-5105) 
         grkepkh@gmail.com 
   

Syttende Mai Co-Chairs: 
 Judy Johnson (715-668-9138) 
    Judy_54028 @yahoo.com 
         Susan Faber (715-235-0847) 
            fabersue@yahoo.com 
 

Nyheter Brevet is published six times yearly beginning 

with the Jan-Feb issue.  Please submit any news items to 

Arlys Olson, Editor, by the 30th day of the months of De-

cember, February, April, June, August and October to be 

included in the following month’s publication.  Email your 

submissions to:  olsondon@hughes.net 

 
The mission of the Sons of Norway is to promote and to 
preserve heritage and culture of Norway and to cele-
brate our relationship with other Nordic countries and 
provide quality insurance and financial products to our 

members.  For information contact:   www.sofn.com       

Valkyrien Lodge Officers & Directors 
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From one of our readers ...  
 
We received the following with regard to our article on the do-
nations our lodge made to four different local non-profit organi-
zations.  The article was in the November-December issue of our 
newsletter. 
 
 
November 17. 2019 

 
“God Sondag, 
 
Takk for the Nyheter Brevet.  I read with interest 
your news letter and wish to compliment your 
members for all of their efforts.  Valkyrien Lodge 
made a great decision to contribute to numerous 
non profits that are in need of such support.  Your 
donations could be life-changing for some individ-
uals. 
 
It is part of the Sons of Norway’s mission to share 
our heritage and culture with others.  The work of 
your members has cast a wide net.  It is obvious to 
me that Valkyrien Lodge is a proud community 
partner.  I am sure you share your accomplish-
ments with the general public, but if not, be sure to 
do so.  Valkyrien Lodge makes a difference! 
 
Gratulerer til alle for dere god arbeider—
Congratulations to all for your good work.” 
 
Cheryl Wille-Schlesser 
District 5 Sports and Recreation Director. 

Our best wishes for a Happy Birthday go out to  

these members: 

 

FEBRUARY:  Randi Hoffman  Feb. 2 

                          Sylva Anderson              Feb. 8 

  Betty Larson  Feb. 16 

 

 MARCH: Katherine Pedersen Mar. 2 

mailto:olsondon@hughes.net
mailto:olsondon@hughes.net
mailto:apseverson@gmail.com
mailto:olsondon@hughes.net
mailto:Judy54028@yahoo.com
mailto:brictson@wwt.net
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Valkyrien Lodge Meeting 
November 25,  2019 

 
November Meeting Notes: 
 
     After visiting Park View Care Center for a Christmas Sing-a-long, we held a potluck meal at the church.  
  
     A short business meeting followed. 
 
      Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports from previous month were approved as printed. 
 
      Membership pin for 10 years was given out to Tom Gunderson. 
 
      Virtual walk to Norway was discussed. 
 
      Our contributions approved by the board to help nonprofits in our area were: $500 to Family Resource                   
Center, $500 to the Pierce County Food Shelf, $750 to Bridge to Hope in Dunn County, and $250 to the 
Spring Valley Community Cancer Fund. 
 
      The board approved $40 to buy cookies for the Barnebirkie on Feb. 20.  Volunteers are needed in the 
cookie tent that day. 
 
      Christmas Potluck on Sunday Dec. 8 at 5:30 pm at Erling Lestrud’s home.   No meeting in January.  The 
Board will meet on Monday Feb 3 at 1 pm.  Our next meeting will be Feb. 24 at 6:30 pm   
 
       Submitted by Audrey Severson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lotsa Food and Lotsa Fun !! 
Lestrud’s Christmas Party 

 



A Grand Milestone for  

Sons of Norway  

On January 16, 1895, the original 18 
members of  

Sons of Norway gathered for their first 
official meeting. Now we celebrate the 
125 years that have passed since that 
meeting, as well as the fact that we 

have grown to become the largest Nor-
wegian organization outside of Nor-

way. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE 
SONS OF NORWAY  

  

  Our Valkyrien Lodge served coffee and Norwegian 

“goodies” at the Woodville Historical Society Building 

on Saturday morning,  Jan. 11th. This was to celebrate 

the 125th anniversary of the Sons of Norway.  

  Audrey Severson-President of our Lodge, is presented 

with a proclamation announcing that Jan. 11th was the        

Sons of Norway Day in Woodville. 

   Presenting the proclamation was Steve Gossel,       

President of the Village of Woodville.  
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Note:  An article on this was featured in the Thursday, January 11th, issue of the Woodville Leader.   

Special thanks to Merlee Jensen for submitting the information. 
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   Coming Attractions 

Courtesy of Mike Wick  “Nor-sota Lodge” 
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One of the world’s most famous runestones is now believed to have been erected by Vi-
kings fearing a repeat of a previous cold climate crisis in Scandinavia, a study has conclud-
ed. 

The Rök stone, raised in the ninth century near Lake Vättern in south central Sweden, 
bears the longest runic inscription in the world, with more than 700 runes covering its 
five sides. 

It is believed to have been erected as a memorial to a dead son, but the exact meaning of 
the text has remained elusive, as parts are missing and it contains different writing forms. 

The stone refers to the heroic acts of “Theodoric”, which some scholars believe refers to 
Theodoric the Great, a sixth-century ruler of the Ostrogoths in what is now Italy. 

Researchers at three Swedish universities now suspect the inscriptions are more of an al-
lusion to an impending period of extreme winter, as the person who erected the stone 
tried to put their child’s death into a larger perspective. 

“The inscription deals with an anxiety triggered by a son’s death and the fear of a new cli-
mate crisis similar to the catastrophic one after [AD]536,” the authors wrote in a study 
published on Wednesday. 

The sixth-century crisis is believed to have been caused by a series of volcanic eruptions 
that dramatically influenced the climate with lower than average temperatures, ruined 
crops with ensuing hunger and mass extinctions. 

Viking runestone may allude to extreme winter, study says... 

Ninth-century Rök stone may deal with fear of cold climate crisis in Scandinavia  

 The Rök stone in Sweden bears the longest runic inscription in the world. Photograph:  
Alfredo Dagli Orti/Rex/Shutterstock  

AFP in Stockholm-THE GUARDIAN  Wed 8 Jan 2020 14.23 EST 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/sweden
https://www.nature.com/articles/ngeo2652
https://www.nature.com/articles/ngeo2652
https://www.nature.com/articles/ngeo2652
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              “The Sami” 



                           Items for Sale by District 5 Sons of Norway…                                                                                                                            
Show off your Nordic pride! 

Norge Hat 

Embroidered 

Sweatshirt 

These 3 items are all Navy Blue in color. 

Embroidered   

Apron 
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  All proceeds from sales benefit Nordic Heritage and Cultural activi-

ties of the Nordic Legacy Foundation, including the Masse Moro 

Norwegian heritage youth camp. 


